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Name Email Present/Absent 

Melissa Palmertree Chairperson mlpalmertree@gmail.com Present 
Hendrikus de Jager Vice Chair henkdejager@aol.com Absent 

Sallie Johnakin-Putnam Secretary johnakinputnamsb@staffordschools.net Present 
Sue Clark (facilitator) sclark@staffordschools.net Present 

Nanette Kidby (School Board Liaison) kidbyna@staffordschools.net Budget meeting 
Rebecca Traver tandovi@aol.com Present 

Regina Mike Rfrench1234@gmail.com Absent 
Angela Langrehr Angela.langrehr@gmailcom Present 

Kim Correa Correakim4@gmail.com Absent 
George Hummer hummergc@staffordschools.net Present 

Dianne Devito (PRC) devitodc@staffordschools.net Absent 
Rebecca Leggitt (PRC) bleggitt@staffordschools.net Present 

Molly Kolb kolbmg@staffordschools.net Present 

 
 
The Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) gathered in room 13 of the Professional Development 
Center.  Melissa Palmertree, SEAC chair, called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.  The November 2015 
minutes were reviewed and approved.  Melissa Palmertree shared the SEAC has been tasked to review 
the Strategic Plan draft provided by Dr. Bruce Benson.  During the month of October, SEAC had provided 
initial input regarding the Strategic Plan.  The initial input from several stakeholder groups was condensed 
into a one page document highlighting SCPS’ Core Values; Vision; Mission and Goals.  The members of the 
SEAC took turns reading aloud each aspect of the document.  The committee then discussed the nuances 
of the verbiage and content included in the document.  SEAC members shared their encouragement in 
how the document captured many of the aspects discussed previously as the committee collaborated to 
provide input.   
 
Angela Langrehr noted the draft omitted parents being referenced as partners.  The document references 
“students” and “individuals” rather than including groups of stakeholders.  These stakeholders could 
include staff, parents, guardians, families.   
 
Rebecca Leggitt shared her agreement with the simplicity of the document as it is condensed and easily 
understood.  Sue Clark shared her like for the integrity as it includes “honest, open, and principled.” 
 
Sue Clark will share the Student Services budget proposal during the January 19, 2016 SEAC meeting.  
Additionally, she will share the staffing proposal and the rational for staffing requests.   
 
The committee discussed ways in which to increase participation in the SEAC meetings.  The committee 
determined notices regarding SEAC meetings would be distributed both through announcements to 
students receiving special education services as well as notices to be placed in school newsletters.  
Additionally, Sue Clark will be requesting application acceptance letters to determine if all district 
locations are currently represented. Half sheet announcements will be sent to schools to send home with 
students.  Schools will be contacted to place an announcement in the monthly newsletter.  
 
The Department of Student Service representatives, George Hummer and Sue Clark, shared recruiting 
efforts are underway in an attempt to be proactive in hiring staff to meet the growing needs in special 
education. 
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Rebecca Traver shared her son’s experience in Mason Life which is a program to simulate college-life and 
assist with career readiness.   Angela Langrehr shared that her husband had participated as a mentor with 
the Mason Life program while in college.  Rebecca Traver shared her excitement regarding the complete 
integration of her son in the program.  More information regarding Mason Life can be found at: 
https://masonlife.gmu.edu/ 
This information will be shared with Jan Criss, Transition Specialist. 
 
The SEAC members discussed possible future presentations which would assist in the education of both 
members and parents in the community.  Angela Langrehr discussed the possibility of having an outside 
speaker share information regarding inclusion/co-teaching.  George Hummer shared information 
regarding the formerly provided LD Conference which provided professional development in the area of 
special education instruction in previous years.  George Hummer described how the program has 
morphed into a more collaborative effort to include a “team” cohort which includes a special education 
teacher, a general education teacher, and a reading specialist.  The SEAC members discussed the effort to 
be as inclusive as possible in the education of students with disabilities.  Members shared a variety of 
experiences which shape inclusionary practices.  Presentation topics might include: Literacy; Inclusive 
practices; Co-teaching; Integrated models, Peer models.  
 
During the January 2016 SEAC meeting, George Hummer will share an overview of the upcoming LD 
cohort and Sue Clark with share budgetary and staffing proposals for the 2016-2017 school year.    
 
The meeting was concluded at 8:22 p.m.  


